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answer for the unanimity even of the Union, since there were
wide differences of opinion on the important question of auth-
ority; and finally that, although the immediate question only
concerned the validity of the Orders, the ultimate issue was
Reunion, against which the Protestant forces in the Church of
England would oppose a furious resistance. Suppose that the
Orders were declared valid, that friendly advances were made
by the Holy See and were accorded a chilly reception? The
Anglicans would have secured the advantage of a quasi-recog-
nition which would inevitably be used for the discouragement
of those whose submission was in the balance. Reunion, by all
means, was the reply of the English Romans, but let it be by
the individual submission of souls and not by an attempted
mating of incompatibles. To which Halifax would retort that
that was not Reunion at all, and that at the prevailing rate of
individual conversion Rome would have some centuries to wait
before she could be said to have reclaimed England for the Holy
See. Without doubt Cardinal Vaughan and many others were
convinced that a flood of converts would follow a direct con-
demnation of the Orders, an expectation which was to be disap-
pointed. The expectation, however, was there and had its effect.
But while, in Halifax's judgment, the principal offender was
Cardinal Vaughan, he reserved a substantial share of the blame
for Archbishop Benson. cFew men/ he declared, 'have ever had
so great an opportunity offered them as the Archbishop; no
man, I think, ever so completely threw it away.*97 Halifax be-
lieved that if only Dr. Benson, on being shown Cardinal Ram-
polla's letter to the Abbe, had made a direct approach to the
Pope, much good might have been achieved and much evil
avoided; but that, as it was, his hesitations and suspicions com-
plemented the active resistance of Cardinal Vaughan* Yet to
those who have followed the course of the negotiations this
will appear too drastic a verdict* The Archbishop may well have